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- This is one of the most iconic images of war, and children in war, from Vietnam, The USA-
. backed South Vietnamese forces had just bombed a village with napalm on 8th June 1972 and

' these children are fleeing the camage that resulted. The photo proved controversial in 2016
when Facebook banned it because of the nakedness of the girl in the centre [Kim Phic), before

| a furore made them change their minds.
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War is not a game
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Syrian refuges girls with bracelets they have made,
Amman, Jordan, Za‘arari refugee camp, November 2016

Phato: Ann Patterson, Peace People INNATE -+




This letter is one example of schoolchildren’s

‘expressions of solidarity with Margarefta ' Scoil EO'"*
'D'Arcy in 2014. She had been recently ; Tubber Road,
limprisoned for walking on the runway at : G
'Shannon Airport in early 2012 as part of : ort,
‘nonviolent protests against the Irish govern- - Co. quwq-f_
'ment's acceptance of USA military use of

3hannon Airport, in breach of Irish neutrality. |

Mo e smeeenssaendd. LAY HFBBrGrY 2014

Dear Margaretta,

How are you doing there . My name is
Oliwier and I saw you on the computer. My techer
told me about you.I tink that you are a great person.I
believe that war a terrible thing. We have heard
about our human rights. I know that everybody is
born free. We have the right to say what ever we
want. I dont think that you should be in prison
because you were only saying what you think. We
hope that you are going to go home soon.

Your sincerely,

Oliwier

®This letter emerged from activities associated with Amnesty Intemational Friendship Week which happened to coincide with the theme of
persuasive writing for creative writing lessons, Scoil Eoin'Gont National School is mulicultural and the teacher, Mary Mellick, felt that it is
imponant 1o recognise that diversity is to be valusd and that tolerance is vital in the world we live in today; she was handed & postcard
Galway to send to Dail Eireann highlighting the situation in Shannon Airport, When shown to the class, one of the children suggested writ-
ing 1o Margareita D' Arcy. "R really demonstrated to me the uncomplicated view that children have of the world, their understanding of fair-
naess and their willingness to show tolerance. i | remember comesctly they sven sont her a friendship band! They really engaged with the
activity and the simplicity of their words was very moving, "
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Children’s le to Margaretta D'Arcy
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Return of the exiles
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